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Rule Infringement Policy 
 

Introduction 
 
Honesty is golf’s cornerstone and, perhaps more than any other sport, golf depends on self-regulation. 
This is why such a cloud forms over those suspected of wilfully infringing the rules. Upheld accusations 
can lead to individuals being ostracised from the sport and can even impact on their position outside the 
game. So, these infringement instances are understandably something of a sensitive subject in golf. 
 
In the vast majority of club competitions, the rules will be broken. Someone will misunderstand how a 
drop should be taken, another may clip a branch from a tree while practice swinging before an awkward 
shot. These individuals will not knowingly have broken the rules and it’s not correct to say they’ve 
cheated. 
 
However, deliberate rule infringement is when a golfer knowingly and wilfully breaks the rules in order 
to lower his or her score, e.g., a ball thrown down in the rough or kicked from under a tree, a wrong 
score knowingly claimed. This is the type of behaviour that is so wholly unacceptable in golf. Challenging 
someone who has deliberately infringed the rules is undoubtedly difficult, particularly if you are the only 
person to have WITNESSED the infringement. 
 
Rule 1 (Rules of Golf January 2019) introduces the central principles of the game for players: 

• Play the course as you find it and play the ball as it lies 

• Play by the Rules and in the spirit of the game 

• You are responsible for applying your own penalties if you breach a Rule, so that you cannot gain 
any potential advantage over your opponent in match play or other player in stroke play 

 
How to reduce Rule infringement accusations 
 

1. KNOW THE RULES 
It is every competitive golfer’s duty to have as good an understanding of the rules as possible 
and, with a pocket-sized ‘Rules of Golf’ produced by the R&A, that easily slips into any golf bag, 
there should be no excuse. 
 

2. KNOW YOUR CORRECT HANDICAP INDEX 
This can be easily checked on HowDidIDo or the England Golf app and then the appropriate 
course and playing handicap applied BEFORE the round. 

 
3. ENSURE ALL EQUIPMENT CONFORMS 

This includes clubs, golf balls and any measuring devices carried. 
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4. MARK YOUR BALL CLEARLY 
The ball you are playing with should be easily identifiable and have distinctive markings to your 
opponents. 
 

5. IDENTIFY YOUR BALL TO YOUR OPPONENTS 
This should be done before the first shot on the first tee. If you decide to carry a spare ball in 
your pocket you should inform your playing opponents and identify that ball as well. 
 

6. KNOW YOUR RESPONSIBILITY AS A MARKER 
After each hole during the round, the marker should confirm with the player the number of 
strokes on that hole, including strokes made and penalty strokes and enter that gross score on 
the scorecard. 

a. Observe, as best you can, each stroke the golfer plays. 
b. Count those strokes that may be necessary to add. 
c. Double check the score with the golfer after each hole and write it down. 

 
What should you do if you witness a rule infringement? 
 

1. Distinguish between accidental and deliberate rule infringement. 
2. If you witness an ACCIDENTAL rule infringement (i.e., misunderstanding the rules), you should 

point out the mistake and the individual concerned should be thankful for the correction. 
3. If you witness a DELIBERATE rule infringement in competition, you owe it to the field to take 

action.   In order of priority: 
a. Confront the individual at the time. 
b. Refuse to sign the players card (and explain why) 
c. Make the Club aware of the incident by notifying a member of the Governance Board 

confidentially. 
 
Once the Governance Board is aware of a rule infringement, a member will be allocated to investigate 
the issue and take any appropriate action if required, which could involve being disqualified from the 
competition. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


